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CHAI RVAN JAMVES: W' |l begin with Governor Thonmas and
we'd also Iike to thank you publicly for the generous hospitality
you're extending to the Indian Gam ng Sub-Conmittee tonorrow. |
know that they | ook forward to that visit. Governor.

GOVERNOR THOVAS: Thank you Madam Chair. It's an
honor and a pleasure to appear before you and offer you sone
education, | guess, and I"'mgoing to start first off by painting
a broad picture for you on where we had been, where we are now,
and where we are going.

I'm the Governor of the Gla Indian R ver Indian

Community which is just about |I'd say nmybe five mnutes away
from when you cross our borders. W are the fourth |argest
| ndi an popul ated reservation in Arizona. W currently have an

unofficial role of 19,000 nmenbers of which 13,000 live on the
reservation itself.

|"mgoing to go back a little bit intine to tell you
the history of our tribe. And it's going to be very short
because | couldn't have enough tine to tell you the whole story.
But sonme of our finds on the reservation or archeol ogical digs
have produced evidence that our ancestors have been there for
10, 000 years.

The explorers came through in the 1400's and the
1500's, anobng them Padre Kino, some of the explorers, the 49's
the Mornon Battalion. Al these settlers heading to the west in
search of gold et cetera, the discovery of this |and.

What they saw there were our ancestors thriving
because of a running river known as the Gla River. They had
such a sophisticated culture that it was unbelievable and it's
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been recorded and it's now in the archives in Mexico Gty and
al so in Rone because sone of the mssionaries that cane through
there recorded history. There was no theory, there was no
j eal ousy, there was no greed, it was a utopia.

And so this is where we evol ved from

And when the settlenent of the west cane along and
actually took our land, 4.5 mllion acres, which enconpasses the
whol e city of Phoenix, Tenpe, Mesa, Chandler, the netropolitan
area, and we were told that we could no |onger roam these areas
we were going to be confined to 372,000 acres.

Along with those settlenents canme the depletion of
our water to the east and we went into sheer poverty. Today |
was told that there is witten docunentation where ny people
literally starved to death in the desert wunder trees, their

children, because of what had occurred to us.

So I will nove onto where are today. What ever our
God has left us we have made use of. The river itself even
though it's not running -- not having any water run through it

has provided us with the sand and gravel operation which we share
with the cities surrounding us. In the form of concrete,
aggregate or whatever that is needed for building this city.

We have also provided, although they took it under
different circunstances, the water from beneath our reservation.
The surrounding cities have put in invisible straws to draw away
our water which we still hope will last us a hundred years and if

we're very conservative maybe 150.
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So these are now sone of the issues that we're facing
t oday. W're going after a water settlenment for economc
devel opnent reasons.

W have been struggling with the handouts by the
federal governnment for hundreds of years -- well, not hundreds,
but maybe fifty years. Even though we gave up our lives for this
country for the freedom and the opportunity that we hope to seek
giving our lives in mlitary service.

Ira Ham Iton Hayes, one of the Indians that was in
the Mount Surabachi flag raising is from Gla River. The first
casualty in Wrld War | was a conmunity nmenber from Gla River
named Matthew B. Juan, we honor those.

And it's ironic that we did not get recognized as
citizens of this country which we inhabited for thousands of
years until the 1920's. W weren't even allowed to vote unti
1948. So this is the 50th year of our right to vote as Arizona
I ndians. And we had to fight for that privilege.

W go now into other econom c areas and we | ooked at

casinos. It took us a long tine to nake that decision. Wen we
did finally come to it we started out very small, we were not
gr eedy. And through our own efforts we manage, we own, we

operate, we regulate our own casinos this has been a I|earning
process.
But | will tell you as a tribal |eader | have never
wor ked wi th such dedi cated and proud people as the Pima Tri be.
Right now we are on the verge of expanding our
econoni ¢ devel opnent, but we have to keep our famlies in tact.
So our gam ng operations are a little bit difficult to get to for
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some -- for nost of the reservation except for the west end. W
have two in operation.

W |ooked to the banks to support our economc
devel opnent ventures, but they turned a deaf ear to us. They
cl osed the door on us because we could not provide any way of
assuring them they would get their noney. One bank, however
Bank One in Arizona, gave us the opportunity. So we borrowed
three and a half mllion and started our operation and within a
year we paid that loan off. W pay our debts, that's what we do.

Qur two casinos have reduced our unenploynent rate
from 40 percent to 10 percent today. This is the first year
we've had a record nunber of students graduate from college. W
had over 25 with varying degrees in various fields. And we have
i ncreased our high school enrollnment up to 200 percent because of
the future they see for thenselves, the opportunity, the self
esteem But we keep remnding them renenber who you are,
remenber the people who suffered for you.

We are neking plans for the future because we don't
know how | ong gamng will be with us. Those are el aborate plans,
but we coul d never plan before unless we had sone funding to work
Wi th.

W' re also on the verge of expanding our farmng
operations from 15,000 acres to 146,000 with use of our water
that's available to us. Qur right that was taken away centuries
ago.

The inpacts | guess on econonm ¢ devel opnent depends

on what vyour definition is. If you have a version of the
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majority of America on what econom c devel opnent is you may find
it different on an Indian reservation, particularly m ne.

Economi ¢ devel opnent enconpasses houses, it
enconpasses health care, it enconpasses future planning and we
are in those areas right now. |If gam ng does go away we need to
be ready in order to sustain what we have established.

Right now, | can tell you sone of the econonmc
projects that are on going in Gla R ver. We currently have an
industrial park also developed by our own comunity wth our
talented people and it's one of the premer industrial parks in
the Indian country. W have -- surrounding that we have a huge
pl an that was just rel eased about two nonths ago on the northern-
boarder |ands plan and what we're going to do with the area
cl osest to the netropolitan area.

But | wll tell you when you go out to the
reservation tonorrow and |I'm so excited that you are going to
come and look at an Indian reservation especially in the
Sout hwest because regional tribes are so unique, but we live out
in the desert. You will see no golf courses yet, you will see no
baseball fields yet that are green except maybe one. W only
have two swi mm ng pools in the area, we're planning nore.

But you're going to see mmjor highways crisscrossing
our reservation because we allow them we gave themthe right-of-
way to do this and alnost at a steal when you look at | 10 going
through the mddle of ny reservation for 30 mles they gave us
t he nmeasly sum of $250,000.00 thirty years ago for that right-of-

way and mllions of cars literally cross our reservation.
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But we have been known to be a people who are sharing
and caring and if you | ook throughout our history you will see
t hat .

| heard the problens of ganbling. |  think ny
solution is to teach it at a very young age, to teach it in the
grade school s. W do not cash payroll checks. W do not cash
personal checks. And a ATM was a issue on problem ganblers. On
our way to our casino you could stop at any conveni ence and draw
out all the noney you want, it's not only drawn out at our
casi nos.

And the inpacts of ganbling, | guess, wll take a
long tinme to figure out and what it's doing to this nation, but
we have to start sonewhere. And | want to let you know that we
are very concerned about what our future is for own people and I
hope you will understand what |'m tal ki ng about when you cone to
see us tonorrow. And just kind of take that and place it around
the country in the Southwest and you will see what | am talking
about. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN JAMES: Thank you.
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